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MILITARY SNIPER WEAPON 

REGULATION ACT 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, in the No-

vember 3, 2003 edition of Air Safety 
Week a connection was drawn between 
airline safety and gun safety. And, 
while some people may think there is 
no connection between airline safety 
and gun safety, the connection is seri-
ous. Attention has been paid to poten-
tial vulnerabilities of commercial air-
craft to terrorists armed with shoul-
der-fired missiles. A more pedestrian 
but an equally deadly potential threat 
looms from terrorists armed with .50 
caliber sniper rifles. 

The .50 caliber sniper rifle is among 
the most powerful weapons legally 
available. These weapons are not only 
powerful, but they’re accurate. Accord-
ing to the House Government Reform 
staff report, the most common .50 cal-
iber weapon can accurately hit targets 
a mile away and can inflict damage to 
targets more than four miles away. 
The thumb-size bullets, which come in 
armor-piercing and incendiary 
variants, can easily punch through air-
craft fuselages, fuel tanks, and engines. 

These weapons pose a serious threat 
to planes both in the air and on the 
ground. According to a recent Violence 
Policy Center report, aircraft landing 
are particularly vulnerable, as illus-
trated by the testimony of Ronnie G. 
Barrett, President of Barrett Firearms 
Manufacturing. As an expert witness 
during a 1999 criminal trial, Barrett 
was asked about the relative difficulty 
of hitting a stationary target and a 
moving target, such as a motorcycle or 
an airplane. He was asked about shoot-
ing at an airplane ‘‘coming in to land 
. . . descending over 120 miles an 
hour.’’ He testified: ‘‘If it is coming di-
rectly at you, it is almost as easy. Just 
like bird hunting. But yes, it is more 
difficult if it is horizontally, or moving 
from left to right . . . ’’ In other words, 
according to Barrett, shooting at a 
moving object coming directly at one 
is ‘‘almost as easy’’ as a stationary tar-
get, an answer that is consistent with 
detailed instructions given in a variety 
of U.S. Army manuals about engaging 
aircraft with small arms. 

Despite these facts, long-range .50 
caliber weapons are less regulated than 
handguns. Buyers must simply be 18 
years old and submit to a Federal 
background check. In addition, there is 
no Federal minimum age requirement 
for possessing a .50 caliber weapon and 
no regulation on second-hand sales. 

I believe the easy availability and 
the increased popularity of the .50 cal-
iber sniper rifle poses a danger to air-
line safety, as well as homeland secu-
rity. That’s why last year I cospon-
sored Senator FEINSTEIN’s Military 
Sniper Weapon Regulation Act. This 
bill would change the way .50 caliber 
guns are regulated by placing them 
under the requirements of the National 
Firearms Act. This would subject these 
weapons to the same registration and 
background check requirements as 
other weapons of war, such as machine 

guns. This is a necessary step to pro-
tecting the safety of airline travelers. 

The .50 caliber sniper rifle is among 
the most powerful and least regulated 
firearms legally available. Tighter reg-
ulation is needed. I urge my colleagues 
to support Senator FEINSTEIN’s bill. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2003 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. On May 1, 2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduced the 
Local Law Enforcement Enhancement 
Act, a bill that would add new cat-
egories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 

In San Antonio, TX, on October 26, 
2003, Allen Everton, age 74, was beaten 
to within inches of his life. His assail-
ant believed that Everton was gay, and 
while hitting the elderly man with a 
baseball bat, called him a ‘‘freaking 
faggot.’’ Mr. Everton died 11 days later 
of natural causes, but I can only imag-
ine how scarred he must have felt after 
being the victim of a senseless attack. 

I believe that Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I rise 
today in honor of a fellow Iowan and a 
true American hero PVT Kurt R. 
Frosheiser. Private Frosheiser was 
killed while serving our country in Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom on November 8, 
2003, when his humvee was struck by an 
improvised explosive device in Bagh-
dad. Private Frosheiser was only 22 
years old at the time of his death. 

I ask my colleagues in the Senate, 
my fellow Iowans, and all Americans to 
join me today in paying tribute to Pri-
vate Frosheiser for his bravery and for 
his dedication to the cause of freedom. 
Private Frosheiser had a deep desire to 
serve his country, and we are all in-
debted to him for his service and for 
his sacrifice. 

In an interview with the Des Moines 
Register, Private Frosheiser’s mother, 
Jeanie Hudson, said the following 
about her son: ‘‘He loved this land and 
its principles. He loved Iowa. It’s an 
honor to give my son to preserve our 
way of life.’’ 

Throughout our history, we have 
found extraordinary men and women 
who are willing to give their lives to 
defend our country and families willing 
sacrifice those who they love most to 
the cause of freedom. It is with great 
sadness, but also great pride, that I 
honor one such patriot today on the 
floor of the Senate, PVT Kurt 
Frosheiser. 

Today we honor a fallen patriot, but 
we must also remember to pay tribute 
to the loved ones whose grief we share. 
My deepest sympathy goes out to the 
members of Private Frosheiser’s fam-
ily, to his friends, and to all those who 
have been touched by his untimely 
passing. May his mother, Jeanie, his 
father, Chris, his step-father, Daniel, 
his sister, Erin, and his twin brother, 
Joel, be comforted with the knowledge 
that they are in the thoughts and pray-
ers of many Americans, and that they 
have the eternal gratitude of an entire 
nation. 

Kurt Frosheiser did not die in vain. 
He died defending the country he loved. 
May he always be remembered as a 
true American hero. 

SGT ROSS A. PENNANEN 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I rise to 

pay homage to Sergeant Ross 
Pennanen, who, in the words of his fa-
ther, ‘‘gave the ultimate sacrifice for 
his country—his life.’’ Sergeant 
Pennanen, or ‘‘Penn’’, as his friends 
called him, was a dedicated defender of 
America who learned the value of serv-
ing his country from his father’s exam-
ple in the United States Air Force. For 
his service and his sacrifice, I am proud 
to honor him on the Senate floor 
today. 

Sergeant Pennanen was assigned to C 
Battery, 2nd Battalion, 5th Field Artil-
lery Regiment, III Corps Artillery at 
Fort Sill, OK. A native Oklahoman 
whose mother and father live in Ada 
and Midwest City, respectively, Ser-
geant Pennanen grew up in McLoud 
and joined the Army 2 years ago at the 
age of 34 in hopes of improving himself 
and emulating his father. He was him-
self a good father who spent a lot of 
time with his 7-year-old son, Gage. 

Sergeant Pennanen died tragically on 
November 2 when a CH–47 Chinook hel-
icopter in which he was riding crashed 
in Fallujah, Iraq. He was a good sol-
dier: he received the Army Commenda-
tion Medal two days before his death. 
Despite questions about his age, Ser-
geant Pennanen proved a ‘‘gung-ho’’ 
example for his fellow soldiers. Accord-
ing to his stepmother, ‘‘He didn’t keep 
up with them. He set the pace out in 
front of them.’’ 

On behalf of the U.S. Senate, I ask 
that we pay tribute to Sergeant 
Pennanen and the men and women like 
him, who know the true meaning of 
service and sacrifice. These men and 
women have tasted freedom, and wish 
to ensure that freedom for those who 
have never experienced it. I honor the 
memory of our sons and daughters who 
have died for this noble cause. 

We could not have asked for a better 
soldier or diplomat of humanity than 
Sergeant Ross Pennanen. I am proud of 
him, and proud of the commitment he 
showed to winning the freedom of those 
he did not know. My prayers are with 
his family for the loss of such a special 
man. 

PVT JASON M. WARD 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I rise 

today to honor the memory of a coura-
geous young Oklahoman who died 
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